Diocesan Policy on Bullying and Hazing
 
Bullying
 
Bullying, cyber bullying, or anything that would attack the moral character of a student is prohibited. 
 
Complaint Procedure
 
Any person who believes that he or she has been bullied, harassed or subjected to other harassment should immediately report the matter to his or her teacher, pastor, principal, or to the diocese superintendent.  Anyone who becomes aware of any possible harassment should immediately advise the teacher, pastor, principal, or superintendent.  The teacher, pastor, principal should then report the complaint to the superintendent, who will direct the investigation.  The complaint will be investigated in as confidential a manner as possible.  A resolution of the issue will be offered within 60 days of the complaint and appropriate action will be taken.  There will be no retaliation against persons complaining of harassment or against any persons who assist or give information in support of such complaints.  If there are any complaints of retaliation, they should be brought to the attention of the superintendent.
 
 
Hazing
 
The Diocese prohibits students from engaging individually or collectively in any form of hazing or related initiation activity on or off school property in conjunction with any school activity or involving a school activity or involving any person associated with the school regardless of where it occurs.  Any student who participates in hazing or related initiation activity in any manner will be subject to disciplinary action.
 
For the purpose of this policy hazing is defined as any initiation, action taken or situation created that causes harassment, bodily danger, physical harm, serious mental or emotional harm.  Unnecessary embarrassment or ridicule, personal degradation or loss of dignity to any student or other person associated with the school system.  Examples of hazing behaviors include, but are not limited to:  physical brutality or physical aggression that is reasonable likely to cause bodily danger or physical harm, any activity that would subject an individual to undue mental stress, embarrassment or emotional harm.  
 

