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McAuley Freshman Competes at Nationals 

 

Basketball Homecoming will take place on February 10, 2012, starting at 7pm. 

 This yearôs football homecoming game was 

played on September 16th against the Northeast 

Vikings.  During halftime the court was brought out 

in different styles of convertibles. The court consist-

ed of one attendant from each class and a queen, 

selected from the senior class. The freshman at-

tendant was Nicolle Ross and the sophomore at-

tendant was Brooke Russell, both new students. 

Ashton Gilliam was the junior attendant, and the 

seniors elected Caitlin Ogden as their representative 

on the court. Senior Lindsey Klunk was elected as 

the 2011 football homecoming queen.  

 During the second half of the game, junior 

Philip Calcagno suffered a grade 3 concussion. The 

crowd nervously watched Philip lay at the sideline 

until the paramedics arrived.  While leaving the sta-

dium, he gave thumbs up indicating that he would 

be alright. Despite a few injuries, the Warriors had a 

strong game. The final score was 42-0 with the 

Warriors taking the victory.  

Once Upon a Homecoming 

McAuley 2011 Football Homecoming Court  

 This summer, Jon Pekarek competed at Nationals for FBLA.  Nation-

als took place during the first week of July in Orlando, Florida.  While Jon 

was there, he went to workshops and listened to speakers.  He looked at some 

of the booths set up by colleges and fundraising companies.  He voted for 

candidates who were running for office.  Then, he sat through the general ses-

sion in which the aforementioned candidates were inducted into their offices. 

 Nationals werenôt just fun and games, however.  Jon was there for a 

purposeðto compete in the Introduction to Business category.  The test had 

100 questions, and Jon had 90 minutes to do it.  

 One woman told everyone how to come up with a general spending 

plan, and when to start and stop investing. Dr. Dean Kohrs showed the com-

petitors his website about college that contained information such as what a 

student needs to know, and news about colleges.  He told the students how to 

prepare for college, and what not to do when applying for colleges. 

Jon Pekarek 
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 Just like Dorothy said in the Wizard of 

Oz, ñThereôs no place like homeò. For most stu-

dents, school is like a second home and sadly the 

children of St. Maryôs elementary school lost their 

ósecond homeô on May 22nd of this year. The 

school was one of the many casualties of the tragic 

storm that struck Joplin that evening. However, 

thanks to the hard work of many people in the 

JACS system, a new St. Maryôs is already up and 

running for this school year.  

 One of those hard workers is Mr. Stephen 

Jones, principal. This will be his sixth year as prin-

cipal of St. Maryôs and he couldnôt be any prouder 

of the progress the school has made. Mr. Jones personally spent a lot of his summer working along 

with many others to make sure that when the school year started, St. Maryôs students would feel 

welcome in their new home.  

 Mr. Jones was first informed about the fate 

of the old St. Maryôs building by a text from a stu-

dentôs parent. He wasnôt able to see it first-hand 

though until late in the evening on Sunday. His ini-

tial reaction, like many others, was pure shock. ñI 

was just amazed that it was no longer standing. It 

was hard to believe until I saw it myself,ò says Mr. 

Jones. 

 From that day on, there were many deci-

sions that needed to be made. First, and possibly the 

most important, where would the children go next 

year? ñWe had a lot of options. One of the first 

ideas was to use trailers and keep them on the 

same property. We also received the generous 

offers to use the First Baptist Church and to at-

tend Martin Luther with their students. Finally it was 

decided that using the Simpson building was the best 

option.ò  

 The Simpson building is located on McAuleyôs 

parking lot and was previously used for storage. But its 

location ended up being one of the best things about it. 

ñThe fact that JACS already owned the building and the 

property was a huge benefit. It was also great that St. 

Maryôs could now be on the same street as McAuley 

and St. Peterôs.ò 

 Mr. Jones isnôt the only one who loves the new 

building either. ñAll of the kids seem to be really excit-

ed. Itôs like they just moved into a new house. Plus I 

think they like going over and seeing the older kids every day.ò 

 Of course everyone still misses the old St. Maryôs, but the students, staff, and parents of the 

elementary school have done an exceptional job of picking up the pieces and looking toward a 

brighter future! 

A New Place to Call Home 

St. Maryôs student body and faculty standing out-

side a for a ribbon cutting ceremony.  

St. Maryôs students now share a cafeteria with 

McAuley and St. Peterôs. 

Mrs. Reeveôs first grade class  


