
Dear St. Peter's and McAuley Families, 
 
Below is additional information for this week's communicator. 
 
St. Peter's: Accelerated Reader 
St. Peter's will be utilizing the Accelerated Reader program for the 2019-2020 school year. 
Teachers will utilize the AR Quizzes/Reading Goals and STAR Reading Assessment portions of 
the program. Students are currently being imported into the program. First Quarter goals will 
be modified based on the time remaining for the quarter. 
 
St. Peter's Library: Overdue Books 
Sister Joan, our middle school librarian, will compose an overdue book list every week. Mrs. 
Testerman will send each parent an email if their child appears on that list. Please note that 
mistakes do happen, so always communicate with us if you feel we have overlooked 
something.  
 
STP/MC: Fall Sports Preview Night 
I would like to thank the Booster Club parents, fall sports coaches, teachers, and students who 
took part in creating a wonderful event and celebrating our fall athletes this past Friday night. 
My boys and I had a wonderful evening! Thank you for the putting it all together! 
 
STP/MC: Online Lunch App 
St. Peter's and McAuley have purchased the EZ School Lunch App as an online/computer-based 
tool for paying and tracking lunch accounts. This is Blackbaud's compatible program for tracking 
student lunch accounts and is similar to My School Bucks. We are in the process of setting up 
accounts and I will share more information as it becomes available. 
 
STP/MC: Vending Machines/Snack Stand 
St. Peter's and McAuley students have access to additional snacks/beverages at lunch. Vending 
machines have always been located in the MPR. We have started a snack and drink cart to 
assist in providing financial support for our students who receive free and reduced lunches. At 
the end of each month, I will share financial information related to the money made from the 
snack cart. As a parent, you have the right to determine what is appropriate for your child. If 
you wish to block your child from purchasing these items please let me know.  
 
STP/MC: Morning Drop Off 
I have enjoyed having the opportunity to greet students and families each morning during drop 
off. A few reminders and updates: 

1. We have moved the drop off location from the Blue Gym door to the front doors of 
McAuley High School. Additionally, students are meeting in the MPR instead of the gym. 
With the construction on the south side of the high school, we moved both locations to 
increase safety for our students. 



2. St. Peter's Students: At 7:50 am, I have been opening the front doors of St. Peter's as a 
visual indicator that St. Peter's students can be dropped off at the middle school. If you 
are dropping your child off and the doors are open, they can enter the building. 

3. Every morning two St. Peter's teachers are escorting the middle school students over 
from the MPR. In addition, I am monitoring the parking lot.  

4. ALL STUDENTS: Please remember the tardy bell rings at 7:55 am. Students should be in 
there 1st Period classes, seated and ready to begin the day at 7:55 am. 

STP/MC: Parking Lot Reminders 

• If you are picking a student up at St. Peter's, please park your car and walk up to retrieve 
your child. 

• I do not want students walking across traffic or through parked cars to enter a car. I 
have even asked high school students to walk over and escort their younger siblings (I 
am working towards having the brothers carry their sisters' bags...we will eventually get 
there!). 

• DO NOT attempt to pass cars. I know it may take a few extra minutes, but those minutes 
are worth ensuring the safety of our students, staff, and families.  

STP/MC: Uniform Updates 
Pockets sewn on the outside of pants WILL BE ACCEPTABLE to wear this school year. I apologize 
for the miscommunication. In my previous experiences,  the handbook stating pants cannot be 
cargo or jean style indicated the no outside pocket policy. I sincerely apologize that my 
assumption led to such commotion and because I did not actually state that pockets cannot be 
sewn on the outside of pants, we will deem them appropriate attire for the year.  
 
T-Shirts: Just a reminder that t-shirts can only be worn on Mondays and Wednesdays with 
appropriate uniform bottoms. This only includes approved Mon/Wed t--shirts. McAuley has 3 
options and St. Peter's has 2. Refer to the Friday dress schedule for appropriate Friday attire.  
 
STP/MC: Uniform Fines 
I have started issuing dress code fines. The fines collected will be placed in a Student Fine 
account at each building. I will update you on the fines collected and totals in each of those 
accounts. I am in the process of deciding how that money will be spent and will keep all parties 
updated prior to decisions being made. 
 
I will issue all fines. If you have any questions or concerns related to fines feel free to contact 
me. As for following the dress code, students have been AMAZING! 
 
Current Accounts: 
McAuley  
1 Fine Issued (uncollected) = $0 
 
St. Peter's 



0 Fines Issued = $0 
 
STP/MC: Uniform Donations 
One of my goals in working with your children is to teach and expect a high sense of 
responsibility. We all know that there will be days when students forget and/or come to school 
with a dress code violation. My hope is that we teach your children to problem-solve when 
these situations arise. Thus far, I have assisted 3 students who approached me out of dress 
code upon entering the school and we were able to problem-solve and they we able to avoid a 
potential fine. 
 
With that being said, I am asking for donations of the following items: 

• brown or black belts 
• past St. Peter's STUCO hoodies 
• past McAuley hoodies/sweatshirts 

STP/MC: St. Mary's Fall Festival Volunteers 
St. Mary's Home and School is hosting their Fall Festival this Saturday, September 14th at St. 
Mary's Elementary School. They are asking for middle school and high school student 
volunteers. Students can use these hours toward their community service requirement.  
 
1st Shift: 5:15-6:45 
2nd Shift: 6:45-8:15 
 
I am offering a Free Dress Day (including sweats) on Monday, September 23rd for any student 
who volunteers.  
 
McAuley: Boot Scootin' Boogy Dance 
McAuley's National Art Honor Society is hosting a dance, "Boot Scootin' Boogy" 
 
Date: Saturday, September 21, 2019 
Time: 9:00 pm - 11:00 pm 
Location: MPR, McAuley High School 
Tickets: $5 single or $8 couple (All tickets will be sold at the door.) 
 
*The dance is only for McAuley students. 
 
**Approval from Dr. Yoakam must be obtained if a McAuley student would like to bring a 
student from another school. In addition, the non-McAuley student would need to submit an 
Emergency Contact/Medical form. These forms can be picked up in the office. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
I would like to invite any and all parents to assist in chaperoning the dance. If you would like to 
volunteer, please send me a separate email and identify if you are Virtus trained or not. You do 



not have to be Virtus trained to chaperone. If you are not, you would be located with 
adults/staff members who are. 
 
Also, I am asking for a group of adults to volunteer as the Parking Lot Crew. If you think you 
might embarrass your child, this would be the perfect place for you! I am going to ask that this 
group remain vigilant in the parking lot throughout the dance. If you really want to enjoy your 
time, bring a grill and have a tail gate party (minus the alcohol)!  
 
McAuley: Academic Updates 
There have been a few academic changes that have had to happen regarding acceptable 
courses and the addition of assessments to adhere to the Missouri State Department of 
Education graduation requirements. Before I explain those changes, I would like to explain why 
we, as a private school, are still required to follow Missouri's policies. From my understanding, 
academic decisions were approved through building administration due to the knowledge that 
other private schools in our area offer similar courses.  
 
When I started on July 1st, I spent the majority of my time in communication with the State of 
Missouri to determine what our students were required to comply with. The important thing to 
understand is that we are accredited as a Non-Public School through the Missouri Department 
of Education. This is different than other comparable schools in the area. Therefore, our 
students are required to adhere to Missouri graduation policies. (Note: We are also accredited 
through NFNSSAA, which is similar to other schools.) 
 

1. PE Credit- The McAuley master schedule presented to me upon starting, included the 
assumption that students could count athletic participation as a Physical Education 
requirement. The research and information I gathered indicated that athletic 
participation would not count as a credit towards the graduation requirement. This 
information was supported as I received written communication from the State of 
Missouri that we could not offer this option to our students. We had quite a few seniors 
that were impacted by this. Therefore, we had to make changes to meet the needs of 
our graduating students. 

2. Course Selection- In addition to determining what the state requires of graduates, our school 
also has the responsibility of adhering to Diocese graduation policies. As Mrs. Hamilton and I set 
to make master schedule adjustments to reflect the PE change, we uncovered that McAuley did 
not have a course catalog to use as a guide. As we gathered information, we found that the 
course listings on the website, in the previous handbook, and scheduled on the proposed 2019-
2020 master schedule were very different. With this revelation, we had to spend many hours 
pouring over the academic information to determine the best options for our students. Below 
are a few of the adjustments made: 

i. Math 
i. McAuley previously offered an "Intro to Algebra" class for freshmen that may 

not have been ready to tackle Algebra 1. Because the Diocese recommends 3 
high school math courses (Algebra 1 or higher), our students who took this 
course as freshmen would have to take an additional math course their senior 



year. To meet this requirement and the needs of students, most schools offer a 
two-year Algebra 1 course titled "Algebra A" and "Algebra B." If we have 
current students that this impacted, Mrs. Hamiliton and I will be reviewing 
each case individually and working with students and parents to determine 
individual plans for each child.  

ii. The information provided revealed that McAuley offered Trig, Pre-Calculus, and 
College Algebra. As Mrs. Hamilton and I researched other schools in the 
surrounding area and Diocese, it became apparent that these courses did 
overlap in some concepts. Therefore, we revised and consolidated the options. 

ii. English 
i. The upper level English course for Freshmen was titled, "Pre-AP English'. In 

researching this, we found that the College Boards offers a costly "Pre-AP" 
program that school districts have to purchase. Therefore, we change the title 
to "Honors English 9". 

iii. AP Tests 
i. We will be offering the AP exams this year. It was unclear when the last time the 

exams were offered for students to take. I will send more information on these 
later in the year. 

iv. A+ Program 
i. We offer students the A+ Program. One of the requirements to complete the 

program is a Proficient score on the Algebra 1 End of Course Exam (EOC). The 
state has allowed a certain math ACT score to count as credit, but we are unsure 
as to how long they will accept this. As of right now, the website includes the 
graduating class of 2020. Therefore, we will be administering the EOC to all 
students (including 8th graders) in Algebra 1 this year. 

v. Principles of Biomedical Science 
1. Last year, building administration gave permission for the Principles of 

Biomedical Science course to take the place of the Biology requirement. Ms. 
Abruzzo has done an excellent job of creating a plan to cover all required 
science standards with students. This summer, Mrs. Hamiliton and I discovered 
that there are a few pieces to the biology credit that may have been overlooked. 
We have determine a (state-approved) plan of action so that the PBS class will 
be credited as a Biology requirement throughout the state. Below are the 
options. 

a. If a student plans to graduate from McAuley, the PBS class, as it 
currently is, will meet the Biology requirement. 

b. If a student transfers, the new school has the option to accept the credit 
or deny it. To ensure that schools will accept the credit, all PBS will take 
the Biology EOC test at the end of the school year. As long as the 
Biology EOC has been given/taken, other schools should accept the 
credit. 

c. We are working on a plan for the students who took PBS last year as 
their Biology credit. Again, as long as they graduate from McAuley it is 
an acceptable credit. 

 



____________________________________________ 
 
I know it has been a hectic start to the year, but I want to thank each and every one of you for 
making the JACS school system such a wonderful place to be! I am really enjoying getting to 
know your children and families and want to thank all of you who have taken my little boys 
under your wings!  
 
Our St. Peter's and McAuley staff are working extremely hard to make both buildings the best 
schools in the Joplin area.  
 
If you have the opportunity to speak with our teachers, please take the time to thank them for 
their unbelievable efforts and attitudes to start the year. I have challenged them to increase 
rigor in their classrooms, teach new courses/subjects, and learn an entirely new student 
information system. From the outside it may not seem like much, but believe me, it is a ton! We 
are blessed with some of the best teachers I have been around! 
 
As a school community, we all have been challenged with many unforeseen circumstances this 
first month of school. I appreciate everyone's support and grace as we've celebrated the 
highest of highs and conquered the lowest of lows together during the first few weeks of the 
year. I still thank God every night for bringing me to such a wonderful place and group of 
people. 
 
Have a blessed weekend, 
 
Dr. Emily Yoakam 
 


