
 

September 11, 2020 

Dear St. Mary’s Families, 

            We have completed our third full week of school and things are going well.  Elementary 

students celebrated America and remembered this solemn day at Mass this morning by not only 

singing patriotic songs and praying for our country and those who served and/or were affected 

by 9/11, but also learning the importance of praying for America every day. We are blessed to be 

citizens of such a great nation and Father Joe did a wonderful job explaining why it is 

important to pray for our country and all of her citizens. 

            Today was our first Early Dismissal Day of the school year and things went very 

smoothly.  If a new family member will be picking up your child from the car line after school, 

please take a few moments to explain how the car line works.  Dismissal from the main school 

entrance is for students with last names beginning with A-M and students with last names 

ending with N-Z are dismissed from the parking lot east of the church.  Adults picking up any 

child from St. Mary’s MUST have a St. Mary’s issued family sign with them in order for the 

school to release any student.  If someone does not have a sign with them, they will be asked to 

park their car and enter the school to pick up his or her child.  If you need an additional sign, 

please let us know in the office and we will make sure an extra is made for your family.  In 

addition, please communicate that this is a quick “load and go” process and if family members 

need additional time to visit with students in the car before they leave the parking lot, they 

need to pull into a parking space in order for the car line to keep moving in an efficient 



manner.  We dismiss around 150 children in our car lines each day and we try to keep the car 

line moving as smoothly as possible. 

            Speaking of the car line, please DO NOT pull out of the car line to exit earlier than the 

rest of 4 -6 cars in your group.  Please be patient as parents are loading and buckling in young 

students.  The few seconds you may save by swinging out of the car line could put a student 

and/or parent in danger.  There are several families who load students from the left side of 

cars and swinging out of the line puts the safety and wellbeing of our school community at 

risk.  There is nothing so pressing that you cannot wait a few extra moments to ensure 

everyone’s safety.  Parking lot safety requires patience, careful attention, and respect.  Please 

watch your speed as you are leaving the parking lot as well, several parents/grandparents are 

driving quickly in our parking lot, which also puts people in harm’s way.  Thank you for your 

special attention to this.  

            This coming Thursday is St. Mary’s September Free Dress Day.  Free Dress Day is usually 

the third Thursday of each month and students may wear non-uniform clothing to school for a 

more causal and comfy day.  Students still need to wear shoes that are in dress code, paying 

special attention to ensure that closed-toed shoes are always worn for safety reasons.  

            JACS schools will be celebrating Mercy Day with Bishop Rice on Thursday, September 

24th.  Bishop Rice will be arriving at St. Mary’s around 11:00 a.m. to have lunch with students, 

visit classrooms, and celebrate Mass with us starting at 1:30 p.m.  He will also be visiting with 

and celebrating Mass with St. Peter’s and McAuley students earlier in the day at St. Peter the 

Apostle Church.  We are thankful that Bishop Rice’s schedule allows him a day in Joplin, it is 

always special when he is able to spend time in our schools.  More details about Mercy Day will 

be sent home in next week’s Communicator Newsletter.  

I hope your family has a nice weekend and enjoys the cooler weather!  It’s nice to know 

that fall weather is here (at least for now) and is perfect for spending time together outside 

exploring and having fun.  Thank you for everything that you do for your child! 

God bless and take care, 

Joanne Lown 

 



Important Dates to Remember:  

Monday, September 14th                                             Moe’s Monday  

Thursday, September 17th                                           Free Dress Day  

Thursday, September 24th                                           Mercy Day Mass with Bishop Rice at St. 
Mary’s, 1:30 p.m. 

Monday, September 28th -                                           Interstate School Photos 

            Tuesday, September 29th  

Friday, October 2nd                                                     NO SCHOOL – Faculty PD Day 

 

 


