
 

December 5, 2020 

Dear St. Mary’s Families,  

            I hope your family had a restful and enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday, and that you were 

able to spend time, whether in person, by telephone, or by zoom, with those you love. December 

is here and the season of Advent is underway.  Advent is not only the beginning of the 

Church’s liturgical year, but also the season encompassing the four weeks leading up to the 

celebration of Christmas.  The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops tells us that the 

Advent season is “a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second 

coming at the end of time and also to the anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas.  The 

final days of Advent, from December 17 to December 24, focus particularly on our preparation 

for the celebration of the Nativity of our Lord”.  In this celebration of Advent, St. Mary’s has 

a majestic Jesse Tree in the Commons that students will be filling with handmade ornaments 

connecting the custom of decorating Christmas trees to the events leading to Jesus’ birth. The 

Jesse tree is named from Isaiah 11:1: “A shoot shall come out of the stock of Jesse, and a 

branch shall grow out of his roots.” Jesse was the father of King David. We adorn a Jesse tree 

with ornaments that represent the people, prophesies, and events leading up to the birth of 

Jesus. The ornaments of the Jesse tree tell the story of God in the Old Testament, connecting 

the Advent season with the faithfulness of God across four thousand years of 

history.  Kindergarten and First Grade have already adorned our Jesse Tree with their 

ornaments and each of our classes will decorate the tree with their respective old testament 

theme before school dismisses for Christmas.  If you would like to learn more about the Jesse 

Tree and starting this centuries old tradition in your home, the following link provides 

information and ideas to get you started.  



https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=545 

In addition to our Jesse Tree, students will be busy with many other Advent activities 

throughout the month of December.  If you have not had a chance to see, we have a beautiful 

new nativity placed in Mary’s garden in the courtyard of our school.  The nativity was made by 

John England for our school from a design that I saw, and thought was the perfect image for 

our school community to focus on as we enter and leave the school each day.  With the 

material hustle and bustle of Christmas overshadowing so many things these days, we are 

blessed to be able to reflect and prepare for the true meaning of Christmas in our school 

community.   

            Speaking of our wonderful school community, thank you for your thoughtful and 

generous support benefitting St. Vincent de Paul on our charity dress day this week.  The 

school raised close to $550 on Wednesday to support St. Mary’s parish so they may continue to 

aid those in need on a person-to-person basis.  Assistance may take the form of intervention, 

consultation, or most often, through direct dollar in-kind service.  An important part of the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul is that it provides help while maintaining confidentiality and 

dignity to those who are served.  More than 5 million people are helped each year through 

Societies of St. Vincent de Paul around the world.  Congratulations to Mrs. Taylor’s 

Kindergarten class who won the class competition and will enjoy a frozen treat during lunch on 

Monday.   

            If you need help thinking of a special gift for someone this Christmas, St. Mary’s and 

Club 609 may just have the perfect gift for everyone on your Christmas list!  Club 609 has 

generously offered to sell gift certificates, with 50% of the purchase price donated to Fifth 

Grade’s Spring Field Trip Fund.  Not only does this help 5th grade with the fundraising for this 

annual event, but it also provides a wonderful experience for you or your gift recipient at Club 

609.  Please fill out the attached form (one was also sent home Friday in your family’s 

Communicator Envelope) and return it with payment to St. Mary’s School Office no later than 

Wednesday, December 16th.  Cash and checks written to Club 609 are accepted forms of 

payment.  Gift card order forms may be turned in at any time before December 16th and 

purchased gift cards may be picked up in the school office or sent home with your 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=545


child.  Thank you for helping us spread a little extra holiday cheer and helping our St. Mary’s 5th 

graders.  Please contact Sally Robinson (417-483-6484) with any questions you may have. 

            In addition to Charity Dress Day and Free Dress Day this month, we have a couple of 

fun holiday themes, too.  This coming Thursday, December 10th, is Ugly Sweater Day at St. 

Mary’s!  Students and faculty are encouraged to wear a cute or silly Christmas shirt or sweater 

with jeans to school, helping spread some fun holiday cheer.  Not only is Thursday, December 

17th Free Dress Day this month, it is also Crazy Christmas Sock Day as well!  Students may wear 

extra cozy and crazy socks along with free dress as another dress option just in time for the 

holidays.  Your child may have told you that we have also started playing Christmas music in the 

lunchroom as another way to spread the joyfulness the holiday season.  It’s a festive addition to 

lunch and fun to hear students sing along when they hear a song that they know.   

            Christmas Parties at St. Mary’s will be held on Friday, December 18th this year.  Due to 

the recent surge in Covid cases, we have decided that room parents and/or other volunteers 

will not be able to attend class parties as a precaution.  This was a difficult decision to make, 

but parents are still able to plan parties, send supplies, and plan games or a craft.  Teachers will 

ensure that parties are amazing and fun, and I am sure they will share photos of all the 

Christmas cheer taking place.  Home and School will be providing snacks for each class to enjoy 

during the party, and students may bring treat bags to share with their classmates as party 

favors if they wish.   Even though festivities may look a little different this year due to Covid, 

our students will still have a wonderful time celebrating at school and keeping the joy of 

Christmas in their hearts.  Our annual Secret Santa Shop is not taking place this year because 

company that comes in for the event is not doing in-person shops this year due to 

Covid.  Although this is disappointing, we will take a rain check for next year and look forward 

to the return of this fun St. Mary’s tradition.  Please don’t forget that December 18th is a noon 

dismissal day as well as our Christmas party day, and After School Care WILL NOT be 

provided due to the Christmas holiday.   

            Instead of in-person Christmas programs this year, we will be making a taped 

performance of each class and downloading it into your child’s Google Classroom for your 

family to enjoy.  Christmas programs are one of my favorite events of the school year, but the 

reality of classes singing together in close proximity to each other in a standing room only 



audience presents obvious challenges this year.  Ms. Crabtree, our incredible music teacher at 

St. Mary’s, has done a beautiful job planning something special for each class and extending the 

program into the classroom as well. This year’s elementary program has a Nutcracker theme, 

and she has invited a close friend from Germany to visit with each class to discuss German 

Christmas traditions and nutcrackers this week.  Classes will tape their music segments this 

week during music class and we will have performances downloaded into Google Classrooms as 

soon as possible.   

            This year’s JACS Auction will be a virtual one in response to the continuing challenges 

that Covid-19 presents.  If you would like to be part of the fun in helping to plan the annual 

JACS event, please contact Stephanie Bradshaw by email at stephaniej_1@hotmail.com or by 

phone 316-259-6593.  The JACS Auction is an important and fun event for our school, and the 

funds raised help support the cost of our educational system.  Thank you for considering being 

part of the planning team! 

            I hope you have a wonderful weekend with your family and are able to attend Mass to 

celebrate Advent.  The month of December always goes by quickly and Advent allows us to 

find time to reflect on the importance of the season.  Thank you for all that you do for your 

child, especially teach him or her the special place Christ has in our lives and sending him or her 

to St. Mary’s where the love of Christ and others is nurtured and practiced each and every 

day.  

 

God bless and take care, 
Joanne Lown 
jlown@jacss.org  
             

Important Dates to Remember: 

Sunday, December 6th                                                Feast of St. Nicholas 

Monday, December 7th                                               St. Nicholas visits St. Mary’s 

Tuesday, December 8th                                               Holy Day of Obligation - Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception 
                                                                                    School Mass at 8:30 a.m. 

mailto:stephaniej_1@hotmail.com
tel:316-259-6593
mailto:jlown@jacss.org


 
Thursday, December 10th                                           Ugly Sweater and Jeans Day! 

Thursday, December 17th                                           Crazy Christmas Sock and Free Dress Day! 

Friday, December 18th                                                 Class Christmas Parties 
Noon Dismissal 

                                                                                    NO After School Care 
 
Monday, January 4th                                                   Classes Resume  

 


